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Hayling’s Emergency Services 
training together to serve the Island

Hayling’s Community First Responders and Fire & Rescue Service personnel joined in a joint training session at the Island Fire Station in Elm Grove so that the first responders could become familiar with the equipment utilised by the fire crews in extraction and forced entry into premises.
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The photo shows crew manager Alchin and firefighter Gravestock demonstrating extrication equipment to the first responders.


Hayling’s first responders are one of the few CFR groups within South Central Ambulance Service that are trained to respond not only to life threatening medical calls but also ‘Falls and Welfare’ incidents.     These latter calls would previously have attracted a full ambulance crew but due to the none life threatening nature of the call it would likely be graded at a Category 3 or 4 and could be hours before a resource could be dispatched.
By mobilising the duty CFR to assess the patient not only is a quicker response achieved, but in the majority of cases an ambulance is found to be unnecessary, thus saving an unnecessary journey and keeping the ambulance available for more urgent cases.

However in a number of cases first responders find that they cannot gain immediate entry to the occupancy of the patient and request the attendance of Hayling Fire Department with their specialist equipment.

The added advantage of this joint approach to casualty retrieval is that the Island fire officers are fully trained in advanced casualty first aid and carry a range of medical support equipment.
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First responder Zowie Davis tries out the weight of the fire service door persuader.

On completion of the training Crew manager Stephen Alchin received a 12 stone training mannequin as a donation from CFR co-ordinator Peter Halkyard, Rosy Raines and Zowie Davis for use in search and rescue training scenarios – photo below.
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Available 24 hours a day the combination of fire & rescue personnel with community first responders ensure that the island has an emergency response capability that is second to none and can respond in matter of minutes no matter what the emergency.
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